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PSALM LXXXL 13, 14. 


0 that my People had hearkened unto 
me : and Iſrael had walked in my 
Ways ! 

I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their Ene- 
mies, and turned my Hand againſt 


5 
their Adrwerſaries. 


HIS Pſalm begins with a ſolemn 
Invitation to the praiſing of God: 
But at the 8th Verſe, the Stile of 
it vary's, and God himſelf is there 


introduced thus expoſtulating with the 1/- 


raclites. | 
Hear, O my People, and I will teſtify unto ver. g, 
thee : O Iſrael, if thou wilt hearken unto me ʒ ver. g, 
- There ſhall no flrange God be in thee ; neither 


Lord thy God which brought thee out of the 
Landl of Egypt 3 Open thy Mouth wide, and * 
vill fill it. | | 

In which Words he firſt puts them in Mind 
of that dutiful Allegiance they owed him, 


not only as their God, but as their Deli- 
A 2 — 


ſhalt thou Worſhip any other God. I am the ver. 1g. | | 


er. In. 


Cr. I2. 


crowned their Obedience. 


. 
verer out of Bondage, whereby he had ran. 
ſomed them for himſelf: And then pro- 
miſes, that upon their Obedience he would 
fill them plentifuliy with all good Things. 

But what Effect this had upon them we 
read at the 11th Verſe, My People would not 
hearken 10 my Voice, and Iſrael would not obey 
me. And the ſad Conſequence of this was, 
That God gave them up unto their own Hearis 
Luſi, and let them follow their own Imagina- 
tions, He withdrew from them his gracious 
Protection, an left them expoſed to the 
wild Extravagancies of their own Folly, 
and an eaſy Prey to the Malice of their 
Enemies. 

But O, ſays God, That my People had 
hearkened unto me : and Iſrael had walked in 
my Ways | He paſſionately bemoans their 
Stupidity, and their depriving themſelves of 
thoſe Bleſſings with which he would have 
For if that had 
not been wanting, all the Fury of their 
Oppreſſors would have been turned upon 
themſelves ; I ſhould ſoon, ſays God, have 
ubdued their Enemies, and turned my Hand 

ainſt their Adverſaries. The haters of the 


Lord ſhould have ſubmitted themſelves unto 
him, but his own! People ſhould have been 
eftabliſhc4, their time ſhould have endured for 
ever. And he would have given them like- 
wiſe plenty of all earthly Bleſſings, as it 

follows 
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follows at the 16th Verſe, He ſhauld have 
fed then alſo with the fineſt of the Wheat, and 
with Honey out of the Rock ſhould I have ſatis- 
ed thee. 

P How far this Paſſage of the Pſalmiſt is 
applicable to this Nation, and our preſent 
Circumfiances, I think i need not uſe many 
Words to demonſtrate. A common Under- 
ſtanding, with very little Obſervation, will 
be able ro draw the Parallel between us. 

If the Jews are here called God's own Peo- 
ple, upon the Account of the many wonder- 
ful Deliverances God had wrought for them, 
and the miraculous Inſtances of his Provi- 
dence over them, both in bringing them out 
of Egypt, and in ſetling them in Canaar. 
e of this Land may upon the ſame Foun- 
dation plead the ſame Relation to him; for 
neither has the Number, nor the Greatneſs 
of the Mercies we have received from him, 
been at all [»feriour to theirs, And if we 
examine into our own Conduct, I am afraid 
it will be found that we have made much 
the ſame ſort of Returns for them as they 
did ; that we have been both forgettul of, 
and rebellious againſt, God the Author of 
them, and ſhamefully wanting in Gratitude 
to the glorious 1-ſiraments he made uſe of 
to convey them to us; that We have, like 


Them, envy: Moſes in the Camp, and ſlighted "_ 106. f 


Aaron the Saint of the Lord. 
| And 


To — 


— — SC with. 


al. 81. 
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Pal. 106. 
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And what elſe can we reaſonably expect 


will be the Effect of ſuch daring Provocati- 
ons, unleſs we ſpeedily repent of them, and 
amend our Behaviour for the future, but 
that God will inflit the ſame Puniſhment 
upon Us for theſe Crimes, as he did upon 
them? That he will withdraw that wonder- 
ful Protection he has hitherto vouchſafed us, 
Give us over to our own Hearts Luſt, and let 
us follow our own wild Fancies, and vain Ima- 
ginations : That he will at preſent ſend lean- 
meſs into our Souls, and at laſt ſuffer our 
Enemies ſo far to prevail againſt us, That 
the ROMANS ſhall come, and take away 
both our Place and Nation. 

This is what the Fews have actually ſuf. 
fered for their Ingratitude and Diſobedience, 
and there are no Grounds to imagine He 
ſhall fare any otherwile, ſo long as the ſame 
Sins continue among us equally notorious. 
For we learn from the Words of the Pſal- 
miſt in this place, that the Proſperity of a 
Nation depends upon their being Obedient 
to God, and that the Calamities which at 
any time befall them, are but the Fruits of 
their Diſobedience, or a proper Puniſhment 
for it. For though God has a compal- 
ſionate Love for all his Creatures, and is 
exceedingly deſirous of their Welfare, yet 


he cannot ſo favour them, as to indulge 
them 
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them in Sin, or diſpenſe with that Duty 
which they owe him. 

In diſcourſing therefore upon the Words 
of my Text, I ſhall inſiſt chiefly upon theſe 
two Particulars, viz. 


I. That Almighty God does earneſtly de- 
fire the Happineſs of his People ; which is 
implied in that pathetical Exclamation, 0 
that my People had hearkened unto me, that 
Iſrael had walked in my Ways Where God 
expreſſes a Deſire of bis People's Happineſs, 
by his wiſhing that they had been Dutiful 
to him in order to deſerve it ; for the only 
Reaſon why he deſires their Obedience is in 
order to their Happineſs, Secondly, I (hall 
ſhew, | 


Il. That notwithſtanding God does thus 
deſire the Happjneſs of his People, yet their 
own Obedience muſt qualify them for it : 
Twas then only God would have made them 
Proſperous, if they had hearkened unto Him, 
if they had walked in his Ways. To which I 
ſhall add in the laſt place, 


III. An Application of the whole to the 
preſent Occaſion. 


I begin with the Firſt, 


I. That 


> — — — — 


31 
I. That Almighty God does earneſtly de- 
fire the Happineſs of his People. 


This is exactly agreeable to the natural 
Notions we have of God, who is 2 Good- 
neſs. He cannot envy his Creatures, be- 
cauſe he is perfectly happy in Hiaſelf, and 
every thing they have is derived from Him, 
who freely beſtows upon us all the good 
Things we enjoy. God does not delight in 
our Miſery, for there is no profit to Him in 
our Blood; nor does He at any time wil- 
lingly affli the Children of Men. He has no 
Deſign upon us but what is for our Advan- 
tage ; no Intereſt to ſerve, no Affection to 
gratify, that is inconſiſtent with our Happi- 
neſs : But hath pleaſure in the Proſperity of 
his Servants, and delight's to do us Good, 
Every thing we ſes about us, may ſerve for 
an Argument to convince us of this; for 
what are all the good Things we enjoy, 
but the free Effects of his pure and diſinte- 
reſted Love, of his generous and undeſerved 
Bounty ? Tis his Sun that warms and en- 


lightens us, his Air that we breath in, and. 


His Food that nouriſheth us. And as he has 


given us Faculties capable of Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction, ſo hath he furniſhed us with 
proper Object to gratify them; nay, ſoſ 
perfect, and generous, and diſintereſted is 
his Goodneſs, that He diſpenſes theſe things 
Sven 


(9) 


even to thoſe that hate Him, caufing his Sun Mar. 3. 
to ſhine, and his Rain to deſcend, on the Juſt, 4s. 
and on the Unjuſt ; and being kind even to Luk. 6.3 
1 the Unthankful and Onboly. 
And it is to be obſerved, that the Serip- 
ture always expreſſes it ſelf very pathetically, 
whenever it repreſents the Goodneſs of God | 
„Ito Mankind. Hence we find very frequently 
1 | mention made of his tender Mercies, of his b 25,6 
n Bowels of Compaſſion, of the Riches of hir 96. 13 
Goodneſs and Forbearance, of his being 4f. Canc. 5. 4. 
fied and grieved for our Sakes, of his re. Haft. = 
penting of the Evil he was provoked to Threa- zo. "" 
ten, and of his ardent Deſire that Men Ex0d. 32. 
would rather forſake their Sins and avoid * 
it. As I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have ngEzxk. 33. 
if pleaſure in the Death of the wicked, but that | 
Je wicked turn from his way and live + Turn 
e, turn ye from your evil Ways ; for why will 
e die, O Houſe of Iſral ? 
5 And this Love of God to Mankind is ex- 
te. Emplifyed to us by the deareſt of Human 
ed Heckions, by thoſe of Parents towards their 
n. Lildren + As 4 Father pitieth his own Chil-Plal. 103. 
14 Nen, faith the Pſalmiſt, ſo is the Lord mer- 1 
has El fo them that fear him. Our Saviour 
ng Kpreſſes this very movingly in the Parable 
ich k the Prodigal Son. And how tender is 
0 hat in the Prophet Jeremy ? Is Ephrai an my Jr. 31. 
r Son, is he a pleaſant Child ? tor ſince — 
ake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember bim 
B till 3 


ing 
ven 


E590 ) 
ſtill ; Therefore my Bowels are troubled for 
him; I will ſurely have Mercy upon him, ſaith ! 
the Lord. And upon Sion's complaint, that . 
God had forſaken and forgotten her, he f 
* faith, Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, © | 
that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son I 
of her Womb 2 Tea. they may forget, yet wil 11 ® 
not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee Þ 
upon the Palms of my Hands, thy Walls are 
' continually before me. 

So very paſſionate and full of Affection 
is the Love of God towards Mankind repre- 
ſented to be in Scripture. But if to this it 
be objected, that God does many times ſuf— 
fer great Numbers of particular People, and 2! 
even whole Nations, to lie under very ſe- ] © 
vere Aflidions ; that he brings upon them 
the great preſſures of IVar, and ſends the he 
Peſlilence or Famine amongſt them, and nc 
even involves good Mer in the common Ca- W 
lamities of their Country. It is to be an- 


ſwered, that theſe particular Acts of Severi- be 
ty, do not at all break in upon the gereral 80 
Love of God to Mankind, or take away hi} pe 
Compaſſion for them; theſe may be in Ho 
great Meaſure perhaps the natural Reſulgh pe: 


and Conſequences of our own Actions, 0 
however à fit Animadverfion upon them 
God may ſee it neceſſary for vs, to make U! 
feel the ſmart of his Rad for a Seaſon ; anc 


if he docs fo, we ſhould not look upon h 
Correction 


1 
Corrections as the effect of Hatred, but Love; 
For whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth. 
If then the Mercies of God are ſo con- 
ſpicuous, as | have ſhewn, and his Bounty 
ſo large and free, even to his Enemies: If 
it be his peculiar Character that he is graci- 
ow, and the Scripture every where ſpeaks of 
him as abundantly ſo; we muſt then neceſ- 


ſarily conclude with the Pſalmiſt, T hat tru- pri. 14 


ly God is lovine nnto every Man. and that his 9: 


Mercy js over all his Works. 1 hat he will not pc 94 


forget his People, neither will he forſake his In. 14. 
beritance. 

This then we muſt lay down as a firm 
and undeniable Trath ; and therefore what- 
ever Hardſbips God ſuffers his Creatures to 
fall under, we muſt not thence infer, that 
he is vt merciful to them; but that it is 
not in thoſe Circumſtancet conſiſtent with his 
Wiſdom, his Juſtice, and his Holineſs, to 
be ſo gracious to them as he would otherwiſe 
be. For it is ſufficient that God will be as 
good to us as his Wiſdow and Holineſs will 
permit : A Goodneſs beyond this is neither 
Hononrable for God, nor reaſonable to be ex- 
peed by Us. Even we our ſelves have 


no great Opinion of what we call good Na- 
ture, if it be not under the Conduct of Dz/- 


eretion; and therefore we ſhould be very 
cautious, how we aſſert that of Almighty 
God, which is a great leſſening to the Cha- 

B 2 racter 
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rater of a Man. So that if we will but 
allow God to be Wiſe, and Juſt, and Holy, 
as well as Gracious and Mercitul, the Diffi- 


culties that are objected againſt his Goodneſs 


will ſoon be at an End. For as to thoſe 
Miſeries Men complain of, that there are ſo 
many u#happy Mretches in the World; It is 
to be conſidered in the firſt place, 

1. That a great many of thoſe things 
which ſeem Miſeries, are not really ſo; that 
Happineſs and Miſery, as to this World's 
Enjoy ments, depend much upon the Opini- 
ons which Men have of things. And hence 
we find ſome Men very uneaſy to themſelves, 
and very miſerable therefore, in ſuch a Sta- 
tion, in which ſome Others, whoſe Minds 
have not been raiſed to higher Expectati- 
ons, would enjoy themſelves very comfor- 
tably; ; Eſpecially if it be further conſi- 
dered, 

2. That many of thoſe Evils which Men 
endure, are ſuch as tend to their Advantage 
in Matters of far greater Concern, They ſerve 
to take down their Pride, and Ambition, and 
Coveteonſneſs : And to bring them to that 
due Senſe of themſelves, which is neceſſary 
in order to their true Happineſs ; by which 
means they ſerve as Phyſick, Bitter it may 
be, and unpleaſant to the Taft, but wholſome 
to the Patient, And accordingly the Scrip- 


ture tells us, that moſt of the Afflictions 
which 
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which befall Men in this World are de- 
igned for their Benefit, either for the A- 
nendment and Reformation of Bad Men, 


or for the bettering and improving the 


Good, whoſe Graces are thereby exerciſed, 
ind confirmed, and refined. And if it be 
o Objection to the kindneſs of a Father, 
that he corrects his Son in order to reclaim 
him from ſome evil Courſe ; neither can it 
be any to the Goodneſs of God. though he 
makes uſe even of Severities to reduce his 
Children to that way which leads to their 
ternal Welfare. For this World is but a 
tate of Trial and Probation, the Judg- 
ments that are inflited here are not Final, 
but only Pieces of Diſcipline, which will, 
f we are Wiſe, turn to our Advantage. 
but Thirdly, 

3. As to * great judgment of God, his 
al Condemnation of Sinners, which may 
kem inconſiſtent with his Goodneſs. This 
wild indeed be a ſtrong, Object ion againft it, 
f it were inflicted on innocent Perſons, but 
Ince none fall under it, but thoſe who have 
rſt made themſelves obnoxious to God's 
uſtice, by a wicked Life, and a final Im- 
enitency, it cannot argue a cruel Diſpoſi- 
'on, or a want of Love to Mankind. And 
1ce even in this Caſe, God docs uſually 
uit long, and invite Men, nay, earneſt] 
atreat them, to prevent this fatal —_ 

Wnat 


a pet. 3.9. even of Sinners? But that he is Long ſuſſe 
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what greater Argument can we have tc 
ſhew us, that he delights not in the Deat 


ring to Us-wards, not willing that any pon Dev 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repen IF!“ 
Farce, | P 

This may ſuffice for evincing the TrutiiRac 
of my firſ# Propofition, viz. That God doe 
really and earneſtly defire that his Peopl 
(ſhould be Happy. I proceed now in th 
ſecond Place to ſhew, Pros 


II. That notwithſtanding God does thu une: 


deſire the Happineſs of his People, yet theif is m 


they can take to procure it. And, 


Eccles, 9. 
11, 


own Obedience muſt qualify them for ii in 
And this depends upon theſe two Reaſong but 
(I.) Becauſe the moſt effectual Way for an Con 
Nation to be Proſperous, is to engage God 
Providence in their Favour, (2.) Becau 
the walking in his Ways is the only Metho 


r. The Providence of God 1s the great an Pro! 
only Security of a Nations Proſperity. Thi in tl 
is plain from God's Omnipotence, where 2 
he is enabled to diſpoſe of all things boi God 
in Heaven and Earth, exactly agreeable tF} we 
his own Mind. The force of ſecond Cauſ ay 
can ſignify nothing without his Bleſſing, an Tit y 


therefore the Race is net always to the Swiſh in fe 
nor the Battle to the Strong, but only wht him, 
it pleaſes hi to give them Succeſ: - So ih but 
whate! 


ei 
whatever Efficacy they may otherwiſe have, 

they can never prevail to the hindring any 

of his Deſigns ; for though there be aun Prov. 19. 
Devices in the Heart of Man, yet the Counſel ** 

of the Lord that alone ſhall fland. 

Politicians may ſet their Wits upon the 
Rack to contrive Methods, but they muſt ask 
God's leave whether they ſhall proſper. 
They may pleaſe themſelves with reflecting 
upon a well-laid Deſign, yet ſtill without 
Providence tis liable to be Blaſted ; for all 
Humane Affairs are ſo liable to ſuddain and 
unexpected Alterations, and the leaſt Change 
is many times of ſuch aſt Conſequence, even 
in Matters of the greateſt Moment, that tis 
ond but Folly for Man to contrive, unleſs his 
Contrivances are forwarded and influenced 
by Him, at whoſe Command, and in whoſe 
Sigbt, are all thoſe hidden Cauſes which ſo 
much intangle our Affairs. But though it 
be ſo deſirable a thing to have the Divine 
Providence on our ſide, we muſt remember 
in the ſecond place, 

2. That there is 20 other way to obtain 
God's Favour, but by Obedience to his Laws; 
we muſt hearker unto Him, and walk in his 
uſY 1/ays. God who is a Being of infinite Pu- 
anf rity and Holineſs, can never take Delight 
zii in favouring thoſe who are utterly unlike 
hae him, who have no Pleaſure in any thing, 
thy but what his Nature abhors. The Scrip- 
y ture 


39- 


( 16) 
ture is not in any Point more plain than in 


nab. 1. 13 this. That God js of purer Eyes then to bebold 
Plal. 37. Iniquity; That the way therefore of the Un. 


godly ſhall Periſh, and that the end of Sinners 
is, they ſhall be roored out. There is no 
way to reconcile God's Favour with ſnful 
Courſes , the outward Proſperity of wicked 
Men, is no Argument for it. This ſhews 


indeed that God is merciful, in that he does 


not execute Judgment upon them ſpeedily ; 
but it does not prove, that they are there- 


fore his Favourites, for his Judgments tho 


ſlow, do at length overtake them. Almighty 
God may ſometimes think fit to make a 
Anful People the Inſtruments of his Venge. 
ance, and proſper one wicked Nation for the 
Puniſhment of another ; yet then, he will at 
laſt caſt away even theſe his Rods from him, 
when once they have accompliſhed th:t 
Work which he purpoſed by them. So 
that, though God may compaſſionately for- 
bear Sinners a while, yet Juſtice muſt take 
place at length, if there be zo Reformation, 


He may have Mercy in ſtore for the Amend- 


ment of a wicked People, but there can be 
none for their Portion, whilſt they continue 
Wicked. All his gracious Promiſes are made 
only to the Good and Obedient, but to Sin- 
ners no further then as by their Repentance 
they return to their Duty. 


Would 
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Would we therefore make our Obedience 
to God our firſt and principal Care; would 
we begin all our great Attempts in B Name, 
and carry them on by ſuch Methods as are 
agreeable to hie Mil; would we make it 
the End of all our Undertakings, to pro- 
mote his Honour,: and the Good of Mankind ; 
our work would then proſper in our Hands. 
God would then efpouſe our Cauſe as his 


on, and we ſhould tread down our Enemies ſal. 108. 


under ws, and be delivered 
all that-hate s. nba vas. 1 - 

But if Men will aim at Exds Repugn ant to 
the Will of God, ſuch as the Oppreſſion of 
good Men, the Eſtabliſhment of Error and 
[dolatry, and the depriving Mankind of 
their natural Liberties, as well as their Civil 
ones: And if to compaſs theſe Ends, they 
ſhall make uſe of ſuch Mears, and engage 
in ſuch Methods, as are as ſbameful and 
diſdanaurable as the very Ends themſelves ; It 
is juſt with God to blaſt ſuch wicked De- 


egus, and to bring ſuch Mighty Sinners to be 


covered with ſhame here, and to be mightily 


tormented hereafter. 
But wher a Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, 


from the Handi of rf. 65. 
5 14. 


lays Solomon, He maketh even his Enemies to prov. 1s. 


le at Peace with him; either he will make 7: 
lis Enemies to ceaſe their evil Machinations 
againſt him, or he will make them repent 
heir being his Enemies. So that ſuch a one 

7 C need 
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need not be afraid of any Event, becauſe he 
is aſſured, that he hath both a Friendly, and 
an Almighty Hand to protect him: And 

al. 144. happy then are they who are in ſuch 4 Caſe, yea, 

1 bleſſed are the People who have the Lord for 
their God. . | 

The Summ then of what has been ſaid is 
this. That Almighty God does earneſtly de- 
fire the Happineſs of all Mankind ; that the 
only way for any People to ſecure to them- 
felves his Favorr, is to be very ſtrict in keep- 
ing his Commandments, to be conſtant in the 
publick Exerciſes of Religion, and to be 
ſincere in the Practice of it. We muſt 
hearken unto the Voice of God's Word, and 
walk in the way of his Command mente; and If det 
then God himſelf will preſide over our Coun. n. 

Plal. 105. ſels, and teach our Senators Miſalom, and will An 

> Chron, £0 out likewiſe with our Hoſts, and Fight our Pre 

32.8. Battles, And' thus by having the Divine] Pal 

peur. 3a. Preſence amongſt us, One of »s ſhall chaſe o Len 

E? Thouſand, and two, put ten Thouſand to n 

Flight. Lor 

Having thus conſidered the two main] 2% 
Parts of my Text, it remains in the laſt lou 
place, | to 


III. That I make ſome Application from wh: 
the whole to the preſent Occaſion, and i 
conclude. | of f 


We 


( 19 ) 


We are here met together, in Obedience 
to Her Majeſties Command, to implore the 
Bleſſing of Almighty God upon the Conſult a- 
tions that are now on Foot for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a General Peace; that both We and 
all our Allies may obtain that Security from 
the Oppreſſion of Tyranny and Arbitrary 
Power, which has been the great Exd aimed 
at by our engaging in this Bloody and Ex- 
penſive, yet Juſt and Neceſſary War : But if 
this Security cannot be obtained by Treaty, 
that God would then be pleaſed to continue 
to favour our Arms, till we can by Force 
command it. f | 

The Diviae Providence has hitherto won- 
derfully proſpered the Means that have been 
made uſe of to compaſls it, and by repeated 
and amazing ViFories given us ſuch a near 
proſpe& of Succeſs, that nothing ſeems ca- 
pable of preventing it, unleſs it be our om 
Impatience. But it we have not Faith 


enough to wait on God, and to tarry the Pſil. 27. 


Lord's leiſure, even whilſt we ſee his Hand '+ 


viſebly working, J had almoſt faid miracu- 
louſly, on our Behalf ; tis but J in him 
to puniſh our Infidelity and Perverſeneſs, by 
turning to our Diſadvantage and Ruine, even 
what he has already done in our Favour, and 
ſo to make our Succeſſes be unta as an occaſion 


of falling. 
"CY The 


al. 105. 


(20) 
The Jews, of whoſe ungovernable Tem- 
per God ſo affectionately complains in my 


Text, were juſt ſuch another ſtubborn and 


umtractable Generation of Men, as we are. 
And there is one particular and provoking In- 


ſtance of their Conduct, which we find re- 


corded in Holy Scripture, as a mark of 
Shame and Reproach upon them, and God's 
Puniſhment upon them for it, may be a Cau- 
tion to all other Nations, to avoid the like 
Courſe of Behaviour, whenever Providence 
places them in the ſame Circumſtances. You 
may find it in the 13th and 14th Chapters 
of the Book of Numbers. 


There we have an Account, that after | 


God had delivered the Iſraelites from their 
Egyptian Bondage, dried up the Red-Sea be- 


fore them, that they a»wight go through the 


Deep, as through a Wilderneſs, and miracu- 
louſly ſupported them, both with Manna and 
Quailt, till he had brought them to the very 
Borders of 'the Land of Canaan, the place 
defigned for their Reſt and Settlement: Yet 
even THEN and THERE, when their 


greateſt Difficulties were conquered, and they 
had nothing more in a manner to do, but 


to take Poſſeſſian of the Land of their Inhe- 
ritance, their Faith and their Courage failed 
them. And inſtead of joining manfully with 


Moſes, the Captain of the Lord's People, in | 


order to diſpoſſeſs the Idolatrous _—_ 
an 


( 21) 
and perfect their own Settlement, they heark- 
ened to the SPIES which were choſen out 
| if of every Tribe to go and ſearch the Land, 
and to take an Account of the Inhabitants ; 
who, upon their return, brought a falſe and 
evil Report, and diſheartened the Congregation 
f NN of Iſrael. The Land, ſaid they, through Numb. 13 
which we have gone to ſearch it, is a Land that3* 
eateth up the Inhabitants thereof, and all the 
e People that we ſaw in it, are Men of great Sta- 
e tte. Aud there we ſaw the Giants, the Sons Ver. 33. 
u of Amak, which come of the Giants; and we 
rs were in our own ſight as Graſhoppers, and ſo we 
were in their Sight, We are not able to go up ver. 31. 
Y againſt the People, they are ſtronger then we. 
A ſhameful piece of Cowardiſe and Puſilla- 
vimity this! In Men that neither wanted 
E Numbers, for they were fix hundred Thon- Numb. 11, 
ſand Footmen, nor former Succeſſes to ani- 27. 
mate and encourage them. But however 
we find it had the deſired Effect upon the 
People, who were diſpirited by it ; for 'tis 
laid, they wept that Night, and murmured Numb. 14. 
gainſt Moſes and againſs Aaron, ſaying ,*» 2: 
Would God that we had died in the Land of 
Eeypt, or would God we had died in the Mil. ver. 3 
derneſs : And wherefore bath the Lord brought 
s wnto this Land, to fall by the Sword, that 
mr Wives and our Children ſhould be 4 Prey ? 
Were it not better for ws to return into Egypt? 


And 


| 


Ver. 29. 


1 


And upon this they reſolved to change their 
Commander ; for it follows at the next Verſe, 
And they ſaid vne to another, let us make 4 
Captain, not to lead them on to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the promiſed Land, but to carry 
them back into BONDAGE, for ſo it 
follows, and let ws return into Egypt. L 
Upon this ſurprizing Emergency, ſome of 
the Miſeſt of them, who were of a warm fl 
Complexion, as Foſhna the Son of Nun, and pr 
Caleb the Son of Jephunneh, rent their Cloaths, 
to expreſs their Indignation at their Srxpidity, 
But the calm and meek Moſes, and the de- (Fr 
vout and holy Aaron, examples for all good IF G, 
Men to imitate under ſuch National Defe- Ne 
ctions, fell on their Faces before all the Aſſem- |} are 
bly of the Congregation of the Children of Iſrael, An 


and implored the Mercy of God, that he her 


wonld pardon the Iniquity of his People, and. 


not ſend upon them that ſwift and immediate ing 


Deſtruction which he deſigned, and which Lo: 
their Provocations deſerved. But though D- 
theſe two Holy Men interceded for them, tow 
they could obtain no other mitigation off do 
their Puniſbment, but the exchanging that baſe 
immediate Deſtruction, which they deſerved, anq 
into the putting off their Settlement in theſ if; 


promiſed Land for forty Tears, During has 


which time, the Carcaſſes of that preſent Ge- 
neration of People fell in the Wilderneſs ; But 
1 


« Wl gation to murmur againſt him. by bringing up 
- Bl «4 ſlander upon the Land; Even thoſe Men ver. 37. 
y * did bring up an evil Report upon the 
it Land, died ieftenth by the Plague before the 
Lord. 
f | This piece of ſacred Hiſtory I thought 
» would mot be an improper Subject for your 
d preſent Meditations, though I ſhall not treſ- 
r, If paſs upon your Patience ſo long as to make 
ty. its particular Application. The general Do- 
le- Frine we learn from it is very obviows, that 
od If God is always inclined to proſper whatever 
fe- Nation is Obedient to him; and that they 
m- are our Sins only that make us miſerable, 
el, And what Irferences ſhould we draw from 
he I hence, but ſuch as theſe, wiz. 
and | 1. That fince Almighty God is ſo exceed- 
rate ingly deſirous of his People's Welfare, this 
nich ¶ Love which he expreſſes ſo tenderly towards 
ugh Os, ought to beget in us a reciprocal Lore 
em, towards Hime. 'Tis the Nature of Love to 
of do ſo in generous Minds; and there is no 
thath baſeneſs ſo great, as that of abuſi ing Mercy 
ved, and Love, and returning Evil for Good. 
theſ if we will not ſee the Methods which God 
aringf has chalked out to us, in order to obtain 
Ge. and ſecure our true Felicity, before it be too 
z Buß late, it will be a tormenting Reflection, 


a 


23 ) 


as to the Men which Moſes ſent 10 ſearch the Ver. 36. 


Land, who returned, and made all the Congre- 


when 


0 


when we come to ſart for our Stupidity, 
to think that twas purely owing to our own 
Folly; fince the God with whom we had to 
do, was not only extreamly deſirous we 
ſhould be Happy, but did likewiſe earneſtly n 
intreat us, and affectionately endeavour to v 
make us ſo. | 
Let us not then tire out the Patience and 
Forbearance of our Heavenly Father with 
our Ingratitude and Rebellion; but let us 
caſt off thoſe Sint and Impieties which ſepa- 
rate us from the Love of our Maker. Let us 
oel 2. 12. turn unto the Lord with all our Hearts, with 
Faſting, and with Weeping, and with Mourn- 
Rom. 2. 4. ing, and not too long abuſe the Riches of his 
fal. 130. Goodneſs and Forbearance. There is Mercy 
. with God, therefore ſhould he be feared. Tis 
an inference which the Seripture it ſelf makes, 
from the conſideration of God's Goodzeſ7, 
which will be the wore terrible, if we do by 
our Tranſgreſſions provoke him to turn it 
into Wrath. We of this Nation have had 
ſufficient Experience of the Goodneſs and 
Mercy of God towards ns. His Judgment, 
have not hitherto fallen ſo heavy upon. Us, 
as they have upon other of our neighbouring 
Nations ; for though we have born the 
Burden of War in common with them, yet Þ 
we have not felt the Miſeries and the Cala- 
wities of it, which nothing but our Sin, is . 
| : likely 


('25 ) 


likely to bring home to Vs. It is ſaid, That lui. 


„ben God's — are abroad in the 
» B World, the Inhabitents of the Earth will learn 
© Rigbteouſneſs. Pity ! that Men will not 
y | make a better uſe of his Mercies, and pre- 
o vent his ſending Judgments to reclaim then), 
but if we will not reform our Lives, by ob- 
d ll ſerving the ſtroke of God's Hand upon 
h cecbers, we make it neceſſary that we ſhould 
at laſt joel it aur ſelves, And therefore, 
. If the Love of God have no force to 
A us, if we are ſo ſelgſb as not to 
obey him for his Mercies ſeke ; yet even for 
that very Reaſon, becauſe we are ſelf, 
the love of oxr ſelves might prevail, and we 
might do i: for our o ſates. I haveſhewn 
that to be Datifal and Obedient, is the only 


way to make a People Heppy 3 and- you ſee 


es, 
ſe, therefore, wherein the true of our 
by Nation does conſiſt; not 1 fo mach in increa- 


bug its Strewg/b, and fortrfging' its Walls, as 
1 weakening our Laſts, and demoliſhing the 
ind Perang- of Sin. This is the Method we 
nt; ouſt take, if ever we expect that Gu ſhbutd 
Ds, Ne gr«riows 10 aur Sion, and build ” the Mall. Plat TA 

four Jeruſalem. 
Where then are thoſe Patriots, thoſe dg 
crows Minds, who are ready to profeſs t r 
la- Kal for their Country £ Here hes the Way 
is Ffore them ; not ſo much to ſacrifice their 
D Lives 


1 
Lives and Fortunes, tho poſſibly even hi. 
may ſometimes bs meceſſary, as their ſinful 
: Luſts, and vicious Affeckions in it's Service. 
By theſe Methods we may «ll become Bene. 
faFors to our Country Every Man may in 
ſome Degree help to procure God's Favour, 
and draw down the Bleſſzngs of Heaven. Let 
us all therefore fincerely endeavour, firſt to 
reform our own Lives, and then to promote 
the Reformation of others. Let us by our Pray- 
ers, Admonitions, and Examples] do our 
utmoſt to cleanſe this our Land from all that 
ſhameful and daring Impiety that defiles it, 
and call's loud for Vengeance. And when 
we have once accompliſh'd' this great, this 
deſirable, this nece ſſary Work, we may 
then have ſome Grounds to hope in God's 
Protection, that he will either proſper our 
preſent Negotiations to the concluding a ſafe 
and honourable Peace, or that he will conti- 
nue thoſe gloriows Succeſſes and triumphant 
Vickoriets to the Confederate Arms, till our 
own Safety, and the Liberties of Europe ſhall 

be eſtabliſſrd. | 
But let ns not be ſo vain, as to think that 
Worldly Wiſdom or Worldly Strength will do 
this, if we neglect the Wiſdom of ſerving 
God, and deſpiſe the Strength we might have 
in the Rock of our Salvation. We know not 
indeed how far God may proſper us, tho 
W 


\ 

(27) 
we be wicked, ſince he is rich in Mercy, and 
does often ſpare thoſe who deſerve Puniſh- 
ment But how long he will do this, we 
know not, and 'tis Preſumption to hope we 
know not why. So that the only ſure and 


ready way to be proſperows, is, to break offiDan. 4-2 


our Sins by Repentance, and our Iniquities by 


ſhewins Mercy to the Poor, to humble our 


Hearts before God, every one for his own 
Sins, and every one alſo for the Sins of 
others, Then will the Lord be jealous for 
bi People, and gracious to his Inheritance; 
then will he indeed ſubdue our Enemies, and 
turn bis Hand againſt our Adverſaries ; then 
may we rationally hope for Deliverance from 
the Calamities of War, for Eſtabliſhment, Se- 
cxrity, and Peace: And may further have a 
Proſpect of, that which exceeds all Temporal 
Happineſs, the entring into a State of Eter- 
nal Peace in another World ; which God 


grant we may all do, through the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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